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It’s easy to participate – just go online and 
fill out a Google form for each book you 
read. Be sure to fill in which challenge you 
are completing, too. Every Monday, we will 
draw a name to win a prize! 
There will also be prizes for the person who 
reads the most books, and the person who 
completes the most challenges. 
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Read Around Easton! 
With every 100 books read, we will highlight  

a new destination in Easton. 
New this year – Reading Challenges! 

Want to challenge yourself? See how many of the 20 Reading  
Challenges you can complete! For each book you read, fill out a 
Google form. Weekly raffle prizes will be given, as well as prizes for 
the person who completes the most challenges and the person 
who reads the most books! 
 
The challenges appear in blue type, followed by suggested titles. 
 
BLACK LIVES MATTER 
 
White Fragility by Robin DiAngelo 
This New York Times best-selling book explores the counterproductive reactions 
white people have when their assumptions about race are challenged, and how 
these reactions maintain racial inequality.  
 

How to Be an Antiracist by Ibram X. Kendi 
From the National Book Award–winning author of Stamped from the Beginning 
comes a “groundbreaking” (Time) approach to understanding and uprooting 
racism and inequality in our society—and in ourselves.  

 

Raceless: In Search of Family, Identity, and the Truth About Where I 
Belong by Georgina Lawton 
From The Guardian’s Georgina Lawton, a moving examination of how racial  
identity is constructed—through the author’s own journey grappling with  
secrets and stereotypes, having been raised by white parents with no  
explanation as to why she looked black.  
 

SET DURING WWII 
 
The Yellow Bird Sings by Jennifer Rosner 
In Poland, as World War II rages, a mother hides with her young daughter, a  
musical prodigy whose slightest sound may cost them their lives.  

 

HAPPY 
READING! 

 



The Sunflower Sisters by Martha Hall Kelly 
Martha Hall Kelly’s million-copy bestseller Lilac Girls introduced readers to  
Caroline Ferriday. Now, in Sunflower Sisters, Kelly tells the story of  
Ferriday’s ancestor Georgeanna Woolsey, a Union nurse during the Civil War 
whose calling leads her to cross paths with Jemma, a young enslaved girl who 
is sold off and conscripted into the army; and Anne-May Wilson, a Southern 
plantation mistress whose husband enlists.  
 

The Fifth Column by Andrew Gross 
From New York Times bestselling author Andrew Gross comes a thrilling tale 
about a family―and a Country―torn apart.  
 

WRITTEN BY AN AUTHOR FROM A DIFFERENT CULTURE 
 
Ties That Tether by Jane Igharo 
When a Nigerian woman falls for a man she knows will break her mother’s 
heart, she must choose between love and her family. 
 

The Soul of a Woman by Isabel Allende 
From the New York Times bestselling author of A Long Petal of the Sea comes “a 
bold exploration of womanhood, feminism, parenting, aging, love and 
more” (Associated Press).  
 

First Person Singular by Haruki Murakami 
A mind-bending new collection of short stories from the internationally acclaimed 
Haruki Murakami.  
 

MAIN CHARACTER IS LGBTQ 
 
Red, White, & Royal Blue by Casey McQuiston 
What happens when America's First Son falls in love with the Prince of Wales?  
 

Less by Andrew Sean Greer 
A struggling novelist travels the world to avoid an awkward wedding in this 
hilarious Pulitzer Prize-winning novel full of "arresting lyricism and  
beauty" (New York Times Book Review).  

 
 



Trans-Sister Radio by Chris Bohjalian 
From the bestselling author of Midwives comes a thought-provoking  
story about gender, love, and new relationships.  

 
MAIN CHARACTER IS ON THE AUTISM SPECTRUM 
 
The Rosie Project by Graeme Simsion 
The international bestselling romantic comedy “bursting with warmth,  
emotional depth, and…humor,” (Entertainment Weekly) featuring the oddly 
charming, socially challenged genetics professor, Don, as he seeks true love.  
 

Ginny Moon by Benjamin Ludwig 
Full of great big heart and unexpected humor, Ludwig’s debut introduces the 
lovable, wholly original Ginny Moon who discovers a new meaning of family on 
her unconventional journey home.  
 

The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-time by Mark Haddon 
A bestselling modern classic—both poignant and funny—about a boy with  
autism who sets out to solve the murder of a neighbor's dog and discovers  
unexpected truths about himself and the world.  
 

SET ON ANOTHER CONTINENT 
 
The Red Tent by Anita Diamant 
In this modern classic interpretation of the biblical story of Dinah, Anita  
Diamant imagines the traditions and turmoils of ancient womanhood--the world 
of The Red Tent, a New York Times bestseller and the basis of the A&E/Lifetime 
mini-series.  
 

The Island of Sea Women by Lisa See 
“A mesmerizing new historical novel” (O, The Oprah Magazine) from Lisa See, 
the bestselling author of The Tea Girl of Hummingbird Lane, about female  
friendship and devastating family secrets on a small Korean island. 
 

My Sister, the Serial Killer by Oyinkan Braithwaite 
My Sister, the Serial Killer is a blackly comic novel about how blood is thicker - 
and more difficult to get out of the carpet - than water. 

  

 

 

 

 



SPY NOVEL 
 
Fast Ice by Clive Cussler 
Kurt Austin races to Antarctica to stop a chilling plot that imperils the entire plan-
et in the latest novel from the #1 New York Times-bestselling Grand Master of 
Adventure.  

 
Ocean Prey by John Sandford 
Fan-favorite heroes Lucas Davenport and Virgil Flowers join forces on a deadly 
maritime case in the remarkable new novel from #1 New York Times-bestselling 
author John Sandford.  
 

Crucible by James Rollins 
In the race to save one of their own, Sigma Force must wrestle with the 
deepest spiritual mysteries of mankind in this mind-expanding adventure 
from the #1 New York Times bestselling author, told with his trademark 
blend of cutting edge science, historical mystery, and pulse-pounding ac-
tion.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All book summaries courtesy of Amazon and Goodreads. 
 
 
 
 

SET IN OUTER SPACE 
 

Project Hail Mary by Andy Weir 
A lone astronaut must save the earth from disaster in 
this “propulsive” (Entertainment Weekly) new science-based thriller from the 
bestselling author of The Martian.  

 
To Sleep in a Sea of Stars by Christopher Paolini 
During a routine survey mission on an uncolonized planet, Kira finds an alien 
relic. At first she's delighted, but elation turns to terror when the ancient dust 
around her begins to move. As war erupts among the stars, Kira is launched into 
a galaxy-spanning odyssey of discovery and transformation. First contact isn't at 
all what she imagined, and events push her to the very limits of what it means to 
be human. While Kira faces her own horrors, Earth and its colonies stand upon 
the brink of annihilation. Now, Kira might be humanity's greatest and final hope. 
 

Bowl of Heaven by Gregory Benford and Larry Niven 
SF masters Gregory Benford and Larry Niven spin a tale of alien encounters and 
strange technologies on an epic scale. 
 

 CONTEMPORARY ROMANCE 
 

The People We Meet on Vacation by Emily Henry 
Two best friends. Ten summer trips. One last chance to fall in love.  
From the New York Times bestselling author of Beach Read comes a sparkling 
new novel that will leave you with the warm, hazy afterglow usually reserved 
for the best vacations.    
 

The Newcomer by Mary Kay Andrews 
After she discovers her sister Tanya dead on the floor of her fashionable New 
York City townhouse, Letty Carnahan is certain she knows who did it: Tanya's 
ex; sleazy real estate entrepreneur Evan Wingfield. Even in the grip of grief and 
panic, Letty heeds her late sister's warnings: "If anything bad happens to me--
it's Evan.  Promise me you'll take Maya and run. Promise me."  

 
 



Act Your Age, Eve Brown by Talia Hibbert 
In Talia Hibbert’s newest rom-com, the flightiest Brown sister crashes into the 
life of an uptight B&B owner and has him falling hard—literally.  
 

COZY MYSTERY 
 
Arsenic and Old Puzzles by Parnell Hall 
Pick up a pencil and get ready to solve the puzzle--and a puzzling murder--in this 
lively debut of a unique amateur detective, Miss Cora Felton, the reigning queen 
of crosswords. Cora's an eccentric old lady with a nationally syndicated puzzle 
column, an irresistible urge to poke into unsettling events, and a niece who's 
determined to keep her out of trouble. In a slyly amusing and wickedly  
suspenseful mystery, this delightful heroine takes her first crack at playing 
sleuth. Only this isn't fun and games....It's murder.  
 

Triple Chocolate Cheesecake Murder by Joanne Fluke 
This fun new story from the Queen of Culinary Cozies is just the indulgence you 
need this summer! Cozy mystery fans know that a trip to The Cookie Jar—
Hannah Swensen’s famous bakery—will always result in a delightfully page-
turning whodunit. 
 

On What Grounds by Cleo Coyle 
The first charming mystery in the New York Times bestselling Coffeehouse  
Mystery series—where caffeine and crime are always brewing. 

 

BIO/MEMOIR OF SOMEONE WHO IS NO LONGER ALIVE 
 
The Answer Is … : Reflections on My Life by Alex Trebek 
Longtime Jeopardy! host and television icon Alex Trebek reflects on his life and 
career.  
 

You Never Forget Your First: A Biography of George Washington  
by Alexis Coe 
“In her form-shattering and myth-crushing book…Coe examines myths with 
mirth, and writes history with humor… [You Never Forget Your First] is an acces-
sible look at a president who always finishes in the first ranks of our leaders.” —
Boston Globe  

 

 

The Thirteenth Tale by Diane Setterfield 
Reclusive author Vida Winter, famous for her collection of twelve enchanting 
stories, has spent the past six decades penning a series of alternate lives for 
herself. Now old and ailing, she is ready to reveal the truth about her  
extraordinary existence and the violent and tragic past she has kept secret for 
so long. Calling on Margaret Lea, a young biographer troubled by her own  
painful history, Vida disinters the life she meant to bury for good. Margaret is 
mesmerized by the author's tale of gothic strangeness—featuring the beautiful 
and willful Isabelle, the feral twins Adeline and Emmeline, a ghost, a governess, 
a topiary garden and a devastating fire. Together, Margaret and Vida confront 
the ghosts that have haunted them while becoming, finally, transformed by the 
truth themselves.  

 
The Midnight Library by Matt Haig 
Somewhere out beyond the edge of the universe there is a library that contains 
an infinite number of books, each one the story of another reality. One tells the 
story of your life as it is, along with another book for the other life you could 
have lived if you had made a different choice at any point in your life. While we 
all wonder how our lives might have been, what if you had the chance to go to 
the library and see for yourself? Would any of these other lives truly be better? 

 
SET IN CONNECTICUT 
 
The Last Romantics by Tara Conklin 
A sweeping yet intimate epic about one American family, The Last Romantics is 
an unforgettable exploration of the ties that bind us together, the  
responsibilities we embrace and the duties we resent, and how we can lose—
and sometimes rescue—the ones we love.  
 

The Last Mrs. Parrish by Liv Constantine 
“Will keep you up. In a ‘can’t put it down’ way. It’s ‘The Talented Mr. Ripley’ 
with XX chromosomes.” —The Skimm  

 
Summer Hours at the Robbers Library by Sue Halpern 
From journalist and author Sue Halpern comes a wry, observant look at  
contemporary life and its refugees.  Halpern’s novel is an unforgettable tale of 
family… the kind you come from and the kind you create.  
 



Finlay Donovan is Killing it by Elle Cosimano 
"Getting the job done" for one single mom takes on a whole new meaning in 
Finlay Donovan is Killing It.  

 

CLIMATE CHANGE 
 
How to Avoid a Climate Disaster: the Solutions We Have and the 
Breakthroughs We Need by Bill Gates 
In this urgent, authoritative book, Bill Gates sets out a wide-ranging, practical—
and accessible—plan for how the world can get to zero greenhouse gas emis-
sions in time to avoid a climate catastrophe.  
 

Our House Is On Fire: Scenes of a Family and a Planet in Crisis  
by Greta Thunberg 
"A must-read ecological message of hope . . . Everyone with an interest in the 
future of this planet should read this book." --David Mitchell, The Guardian  
 

Under the Sky We Make: How to be Human in a Warming World 
by Kimberly Nicholas, PhD 
In her astonishing book Under the Sky We Make, Nicholas does for climate  
science what Michael Pollan did more than a decade ago for the food on our 
plate: offering a hopeful, clear-eyed, and somehow also hilarious guide to 
effecting real change, starting in our own lives. Saving ourselves from climate 
apocalypse will require radical shifts within each of us, to effect real change in 
our society and culture. But it can be done. It requires, Dr. Nicholas argues,  
belief in our own agency and value, alongside a deep understanding that no one 
will ever hand us power--we're going to have to seize it for ourselves.  
 

BOOKS ABOUT BOOKS 
 
Shadow of the Wind by Carlos Ruiz Zafon  
Barcelona, 1945: A city slowly heals in the aftermath of the Spanish Civil War. 
Daniel, an antiquarian book dealer’s son who mourns the loss of his mother, 
finds solace in a mysterious book entitled The Shadow of the Wind, by Julián 
Carax. But when he sets out to find the author’s other works, he makes a  
shocking discovery: someone has been systematically destroying every copy of 
Carax’s books. In fact, Daniel may have the last one in existence. Soon Daniel’s 
quest opens a door into one of Barcelona’s darkest secrets. 

David Bowie: A Life by Dylan Jones 
Dylan Jones’s engrossing, magisterial biography of David Bowie is unlike any 
Bowie story ever written. Drawn from over 180 interviews with friends, rivals, 
lovers, and collaborators, some of whom have never before spoken about their 
relationship with Bowie, this oral history weaves a hypnotic spell as it unfolds 
the story of a remarkable rise to stardom and an unparalleled artistic path.  

 
WRITTEN BY A POLITICIAN 
 
While Justice Sleeps by Stacey Abrams 
From celebrated national leader and bestselling author Stacey Abrams, a  
gripping thriller set within the halls of the U.S. Supreme Court—where a young 
law clerk finds herself embroiled in a shocking mystery plotted by one of the 
most preeminent judges in America.  
 

Out of Many, One: Portraits of America’s Immigrants  
by George W. Bush 
In this powerful new collection of oil paintings and stories, President George W. 
Bush spotlights the inspiring journeys of America’s immigrants and the  
contributions they make to the life and prosperity of our nation.  

 
A Promised Land by Barack Obama 
A riveting, deeply personal account of history in the making—from the  
president who inspired us to believe in the power of democracy. 

 
CONTAINS MAGICAL REALISM 
 
The Underground Railroad by Colson Whitehead 
Winner of the Pulitzer Prize and the National Book Award, this #1 New York 
Times bestseller chronicles a young slave's adventures as she makes a  
desperate bid for freedom in the antebellum South. Now an original Amazon 
Prime Video series directed by Barry Jenkins.  

 
Peaces by Helen Oyeyemi 
The prize-winning, bestselling author of Gingerbread; Boy, Snow, Bird; and What 
Is Not Yours Is Not Yours returns with a vivid and inventive new novel about a 
couple forever changed by an unusual train voyage.  



The Ocean at the End of the Lane by Neil Gaiman  
A brilliantly imaginative and poignant fairy tale from the modern master of 
wonder and terror, this bewitching and harrowing tale of mystery and survival, 
and memory and magic, makes the impossible all too real. 
 

INSPIRED A MOVIE 
 
Crazy Rich Asians by Kevin Kwan 
“There's rich, there's filthy rich, and then there's crazy rich ... A Pride and  
Prejudice-like send-up about an heir bringing his Chinese-American girlfriend 
home to meet his ancestor-obsessed family.” –PEOPLE  
 

Nine Perfect Strangers by Liane Moriarty 
Could ten days at a health resort really change you forever? In Liane Moriarty’s 
latest page-turner, nine perfect strangers are about to find out. 
 

Elizabeth is Missing by Emma Healey 
In this darkly riveting debut novel—a sophisticated psychological mystery that 
is also an heartbreakingly honest meditation on memory, identity, and aging—
an elderly woman descending into dementia embarks on a desperate quest to 
find the best friend she believes has disappeared, and her search for the truth 
will go back decades and have shattering consequences.  

 
WRITTEN BY AN EASTON AUTHOR 
 
Joy: a Modern Fable by Alisha Berger Gorder 
Joy is an easy read that thoughtfully examines the pursuit of happiness in  
contemporary America through the fictional lives of relatable folks who live 
here. Gorder's characters come to life so expertly, that it feels as if they are 
sitting next to you as you read. Five loosely interwoven characters--an aging 
and lonely pastor, a professor on the cusp of tenure, a mother who loves so, so 
deeply, an angry man who resents everyone who crosses his path, and a great 
grandfather who lives alone in the house in which he raised his family--will pull 
you in. Gorder brings you into their lives as they navigate hope, loss, love,  
parenting, family, and reinvention. 
 

Making Love to Your Moments by Shari Butler 
This book is about mindfulness, loving yourself, self care, love, caring, charity, 
consciousness, self help and growth.  

Love in the Time of Algorithms: What Technology Does to  
Meeting and Mating by Dan Slater 
If online dating can blunt the emotional pain of separation, if adults can afford 
to be increasingly demanding about what they want from a  
relationship, the effect of online dating seems positive. But what if it’s also 
the case that the prospect of finding an ever more compatible mate with the 
click of a mouse means a future of relationship instability, a paradox of choice 
that keeps us chasing the illusive bunny around the dating track? 
 

FICTION BASED ON ACTUAL PEOPLE 
 
The Mystery of Mrs. Christie by Marie Benedict 
"A stunning story... The ending is ingenious, and it's possible that Benedict 
has brought to life the most plausible explanation for why Christie  
disappeared for 11 days in 1926."—The Washington Post  
 

Finding Dorothy by Elizabeth Letts 
This richly imagined novel tells the story behind The Wonderful Wizard of Oz, 
the book that inspired the iconic film, through the eyes of author L. Frank 
Baum’s intrepid wife, Maud. 
 

The Autobiography of Mrs. Tom Thumb by Melanie Benjamin 
For anyone who loves the historical novels of Sara Gruen, Geraldine Brooks, 
and E. L. Doctorow, a barnstorming tale of an irrepressible, brawling, bawdy 
era and the remarkable woman who had the courage to match the unique 
spirit of America’s Gilded Age.  
 

CHICK LIT 
 
The Summer Job by Lizzy Dent 
Beach Read meets Sweetbitter in this laugh-out-loud and ultimately  
heartwarming debut of a good friend's very bad decision and the summer job 
that stands to ruin or make her life.  
 

The Chicken Sisters by KJ Dell’Antonia 
Three generations. Two chicken shacks. One recipe for disaster.  
"A charming, hilarious, feel-good story about the kind of bonds & rivalries only 
sisters can share. Also, a great present for your sister!"--Reese Witherspoon 


