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The Easton Public Library continues to respond to the community’s needs through 
its materials and programs, by providing educational, cultural, and recreational 
resources for all ages. In addition to its vast print collection of books and periodicals, 
the Library also offers audiobooks, Playaways, Launchpads, DVDs, musical CDs, 
and a vast digital collection, which includes ebooks, downloadable audiobooks, 
digital magazines, access to music, and many other online resources. This year, we 
converted our print ValueLine subscription to the online version. We also added two 
new databases – Transparent Language and Hoonuit. The Library also serves as a 
central meeting place for many Town departments and local organizations. Adult 
programs offered during the year include author talks, monthly book discussions, a 
monthly knitting/crocheting group, career coaching consultations, the annual Classic 
Film series hosted by Easton resident Jon Sonneborn, and lectures on popular 
topics. The Library also provides the space for a monthly Scrabble Club, hosted by 
Easton resident Carl Twickler. Art exhibits continue to be presented, thanks to the 
Easton Arts Council and Easton resident Dolly Curtis. This year’s One Book/One 
Town Community Read program, sponsored by the Friends of the Library, was 
Normal by mother/son writing team Magdalena and Nathaniel Newman. When the 
COVID-19 pandemic hit in March, we pivoted to virtual programming via Zoom. Due 
to the pandemic, The Library was closed to the public from mid-March to the end of 
the fiscal year. However, we began offering curbside pickup on May 20.  
The Youth Services Department has continued to grow and expand programming 
and services. In August, we wrapped up Easton Public Library’s most successful 
Summer Reading Program to date. We had a record number of registered 
participants, who read over 3,500 books! This success was achieved through 
collaboration with Town organizations, local businesses, farms, and Friends of the 
Library, who responded enthusiastically to our request to help inspire our Summer 
Readers with prizes that reflect just who Easton is: A small town with a big heart. 
The prizes, which ranged from experiences, such as take a picture with a chicken to 
physical prizes (i.e. take home your own tomato plant) were a great way for the kids 
of Easton to connect with all the wonderful people who work in Easton. Our Teen 
Summer Reading Volunteers rose to the challenge of the unprecedented number of 
summer readers and as always, we were pleased to offer a volunteer program that 
connected our teens with the community too. We finished with our Summer Reading 
Extravaganza, which drew over 180 participants. It was a great summer but as it 
drew to a close, we bid farewell to our Children’s Programming Assistant, Myla 
Perrelli and soon after to our Youth Services Librarian, Elizabeth Portillo. Both 
accepted positions to further their careers and we wish them all the best. The 
wonderful Kristine Oulman accepted the position of Youth Services Librarian and 
Kerry Santoro was hired to fill Myla’s job. Our fall programming was robust and 
representative of a Library continuing to work to best serve our community. Fall 
programs highlighted the Youth Services Go Green Club, Innovation Squad, Teens 



for a Cause, College Prep programs, and so much more. Winter programs included 
our very popular Mid-term Study Nights for Joel Barlow High School students, with 
food provided courtesy of the Friends of the Library. In March, all services as we 
know it came to a halt due to the COVID-19 Pandemic. We, like so many other 
businesses and organizations, pivoted and began to offer virtual programs and 
services. Working remotely and collaborating daily with our Technology/Social 
Media Library Assistant Shannon Bruchal, the Youth Services Department offered a 
Fun Activities and Online Resource page for families, who were now all at home. We 
continued to update this page as new activities and resources became available, to 
stay connected with our wonderful patrons. We also offered daily virtual challenges, 
including I Spy, Scavenger Hunts, How-to videos and book chats, posted to our 
Facebook page, YouTube Channel, and Instagram. We began a “How Ya Doing, 
Easton?” campaign to give patrons an opportunity to check in with us via photos and 
comments posted to our social media platforms. The Library’s One Book/One Town 
Community Read included a Young Readers edition and we were able to conduct a 
virtual Zoom Book Discussion which included the mother and son authors, 
Magdalena and Nathaniel Newman. Our popular Bebop and Storytime programs for 
the toddler and preschool patrons migrated to virtual programs via Zoom, as did our 
book clubs and specials for older kids and teens. We hosted virtual Bingo nights and 
trivia contests and created an instrument making video. We also took advantage of 
the many professional development opportunities made available online and many 
of these events informed the way in which we delivered services under extraordinary 
conditions. We curated an Anti-Racism Resources page for families, in response to 
current events stemming from the Black Lives Matter Movement and the killing of 
George Floyd. Sensitive to the fact that children and teens may have questions, our 
Anti-Racism Resources page offers suggested books and resources to help families 
begin a conversation, answer questions, and learn about issues of social justice, 
which can lead to understanding and change. COVID-19 has changed the way in 
which we deliver many of our services, but we continue to look for ways to engage 
patrons as we navigate this “new normal.”  
In December, the Library had its first annual Staff Development Day, in which the 
staff members participated in team-building activities. Former Library Board 
Treasurer Gail Gay was the recipient of this year’s Anne Lindquist Library Spirit 
Award. For all of these reasons mentioned above, the Easton Public Library 
continues to be an important and valued community asset. 
 
 

FY 19-20 Statistics  
Circulation: 53,289  
Registered Borrowers: 4,039  
Total Print/AV/Digital Collections: 67,228  
 

Respectfully Submitted, Lynn Zaffino, Library Director 


