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Easton Public Library 
691 Morehouse Road, Easton CT 06612, 203-261-0134 

https://www.eastonlibrary.org 

The Page Turner 

The Library has been open to the public since July 
6th, and I am very pleased with how smoothly our 
reopening has gone. I would like to thank you, our 
valued patrons, for being diligent about following 
all of the necessary safety protocols. I would also 
like to give a big shout-out to all of the Library 
staff members for being flexible and adaptable 
during this time, and for working hard to enforce 
the protocols. Although things are not back to  
normal yet, we continue to do all we can to serve 
the community. We are still offering curbside 
pickup and homebound delivery services to those 
who need it. We also continue to offer virtual    
programming for all ages. Happy Fall, and stay 
safe, everyone! 

Lynn 

From the Director 

Easton Public Library’s quarterly newsletter 

Fall 2020 
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   Summer Reading  
2020 Statistics  

Adult Summer Reading 2020  

107 Books Read  

14 people participated  

Most Books Read: Lisa Valinsky & Donna Battaglia 

10 Books Each 

Weekly Raffle Winners:  

Denise Lynch, Nathalie Taranto, Donna Battaglia,     

Lisa Valinksy, Leah Pergolise. Holly Mazzeo 

We’ve traveled 15,550 miles together!  

Thanks so much for joining us this summer! Donations are being 

made to Mikey’s Way & Easton Animal Shelter. 

Thanks to the Friends of the Library for sponsoring our  

Summer Reading program! 

1,423 total books read 

Books read by kids: 1155 

176 kids up to grade 5 participated  

Books read by teens: 268 

57 teens in grades 6-12 participated 

A very special thank you goes out to our teen           

volunteers who shelved, helped make crafts, shifted 

books, and assisted with various other projects. 

Nate Knorr, Penny La Mastro, Shivshanka Chennatu,                 

Milo Goldstein, Weston Keenan, Sydney Keenan,                    

Duncan Martin, Marissa Schrade, Catie Gutowski,                  

Jalen Johnson, Samangini Kalita, Lincoln LaMastro,               

Alexis Ogrinz, Iris LaMastro, Jade Hansen, Katilyn Oaks 
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Debby Holland’s     

Book Picks 

Read more about Debby on 

page 13. 

Library Update 

The Easton Public Library is now open to the public with some limitations on    
operations and with safety measures in place. We are following state guidelines 
to protect our patrons and ourselves. 
  
Curbside pickup is still available. Patrons can call the Library at 203-261-0134 or 
email a request to eplnews@eastonlibrary.org. 

Patrons should return all items to the outside book drop. Please make sure there 

is only one person at the book drop at all times, and maintain a distance of six 

feet or more. Please be aware that any materials you return will remain on your 

record for at least 3 days. This will allow us to quarantine the items for 72 hours 

before checking them in and reshelving them. Fines will not be incurred. For more 

information, go to https:/www.eastonlibrary.org. 

CLOSED Labor Day, Monday September 7, 2020 

CLOSED Columbus Day, Monday, October 12, 2020 

CLOSED Veterans Day, Wednesday, November 11, 2020 

CLOSED Thanksgiving Day, Thursday, November 26, 2020 

CLOSED Day after Thanksgiving, Friday, November 27, 2020 

Holiday Hours 

If you wondered why the Library was closed on 

Friday, August 28… 

We had our Second Annual Staff Development Day, which gave the 

staff an opportunity to come together and learn more about ourselves 

and our roles in the Library. We learned about diversity and inclusion, 

and how to handle anxiety during COVID-19. Police Chief Captain 

Doyle taught us about emergency preparedness. 

mailto:eplnews@eastonlibrary.org
https://www.eastonlibrary.org
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In honor of Banned Books Week (September 27-October 3), the staff at Easton Public Library  

has chosen their favorite books from the lists of challenged and banned books over the years. 

George by Alex Gino, Junior fiction, Grades 3-5 (Kristine)         
The emotion and overall themes of love and acceptance in this book 

compelled me to reach out to Alex Gino and thank them for this truly      

exceptional book. One of my all time favorite books! Banned/challenged 
for LGBTQIA+ content and a transgender character, for sexual references, 

and for conflicting with a religious viewpoint and “traditional family      

structure.”  

I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings by Maya Angelou, Biography

(Mary Beth) I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings was my introduction to    

Maya Angelou, and it opened my eyes, my mind, and my heart to the  

power of the written word. Banned/challenged for homosexuality, offensive 
language, racism, sexually explicit, unsuited to age group.  

Harry Potter Series by J. K. Rowling, Fiction (Penelope)                                       
This series reflects all the issues of today, and it’s a spellbinding story.     
Banned/challenged for anti-family values, occult/Satanism, religious 

viewpoint, violence. 

A Wrinkle in Time by Madeleine L’Engle, Juvenile Fiction

(Shannon) This book was my first foray into time travel and alternate 

universes. Having a strong female lead character who was also a child 

was empowering. Banned/challenged for religion, the supernatural, and 
science, and has been criticized for having too much and not enough 

religion. 

https://easton.biblio.org/eg/opac/results?query=george&qtype=title&fi%3Asearch_format=&locg=47&detail_record_view=0&sort=poprel
https://easton.biblio.org/eg/opac/results?query=harry+potter&qtype=keyword&fi%3Asearch_format=&locg=47&detail_record_view=0&sort=poprel
https://easton.biblio.org/eg/opac/results?query=a+wrinkle+in+time&qtype=keyword&fi%3Asearch_format=&locg=47&detail_record_view=0&sort=poprel
https://easton.biblio.org/eg/opac/results?query=i+know+why+the+caged+bird+sings&qtype=keyword&fi%3Asearch_format=&locg=47&detail_record_view=0&sort=poprel
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The Handmaid’s Tale by Margaret Atwood, Fiction (Lynn)                                                                       
I recommend The Handmaid's Tale by Margaret Atwood because it is very 

thought-provoking. It is also one of the earlier dystopian novels, which set the 

stage for the more recently published ones. Although this novel was written 

several decades ago, it is still relevant today. Banned/challenged for being 
sexually explicit and offensive to Christians.  

And Tango Makes Three by Justin Richardson & Peter Parnell, 

Picture Book (Ryan)                                                                       
This is a cute story about real-life penguins who successfully raised chicks 

despite both being the same gender. Banned/challenged for anti-family 
values, homosexuality, political viewpoint, religious viewpoint, unsuited for 

age group, promotes the homosexual agenda. 

Drama by Raina Telgemeier, Graphic Novel (Debby)                                                                       
Drama by Raina Telgemeier is one of my daughter’s favorite books.                
Banned/challenged for including LGBTQIA+ characters and themes. 

Call of the Wild by Jack London, Fiction (Kevin)                                                                       
I like this book because it’s an extraordinary story of survival of the fittest.  
Banned/challenged in Yugoslavia and Italy for being "too radical" and 

was burned by the Nazis because of the author's well-known socialist    

leanings.  

Check out a banned  

book today! 

https://easton.biblio.org/eg/opac/record/3824285?query=and%20tango%20makes%20three;qtype=keyword;locg=47;detail_record_view=0;sort=poprel
https://easton.biblio.org/eg/opac/record/3203582?query=drama;qtype=keyword;locg=47;detail_record_view=0;sort=poprel
https://easton.biblio.org/eg/opac/results?query=the+handmaid%27s+tale&qtype=keyword&fi%3Asearch_format=&locg=47&detail_record_view=0&sort=poprel
https://easton.biblio.org/eg/opac/record/701621?query=call%20of%20the%20wild;qtype=keyword;locg=47;detail_record_view=0;sort=poprel
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Art Exhibits 

Ellen Tresselt & Larry Morse 
Diverse Perspectives 
September 8 — October 15 

Conference Room & Glass Display Case 
Virtual Artist Reception:  Saturday, September 12, 4:00-5:00 p.m. 

 
Ellen Tresselt—Works on Paper 

From an early age, Ellen Tresselt enjoyed making collages. She  

studied illustration at Philadelphia College of Art and at The School 

of Visual Arts in Manhattan.  She discovered the art of paper        

marbling as an art teacher in Danbury, and produced marbled paper 

for other artists. Her true desire has always been to use her marbled 

paper in her own work, as reflected in her exhibit. 

Larry Morse—Black Men Reading 

Larry Morse’s artistic strengths became apparent in his youth, and 

educators were quick to encourage and support him. He earned his 

BFA from The School of Visual Arts in New York City, after a tour in 

Vietnam. He worked in the commercial art field in Manhattan, and 

then became an art teacher in the NYC public school system, where 

he taught for 20 years. Dividing his time between painting and    

driving a cab, he endeavors to promote and sell his work. He has 

shown his art in galleries in Chelsea, Carole Peck’s Good News Café, 

the Mark Twain Library, Danbury City Hall, Richter Arts                  

Association, The Washington Art Association, and Gallery 287 in 

Danbury, to name a few.  

Harvey Paris 
Re-Boot 

October 16 — November 30 
Conference Room  & Glass Display Case 

Virtual Artist Reception:  Thursday, October 22, 7:00–8:30 p.m. 

 

Re-Boot, an exhibit featuring the works of nationally recognized 

carver, Harvey Paris, will be at the Easton Library from October 16 to 

November 30. The carvings trace the awakening and evolution of the 

human search for Spirituality. Paris studied carving for over a decade 

with Wayne Barton, recognized as the father of North American Chip 

Carving. Paris utilizes only a handheld knife to create beautiful and 

original works of art in both wood and leather. Known for his          

Religious/Biblical/Spiritual carvings, Re-Boot, his 2020 work, as well 

as the name of the exhibit, stands at 7 feet high by 3 feet wide in two 

directions. It is his first abstract, three dimensional, and combination 

wood and leather carving and it reflects the Earth in 2020. 
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We’ve been pairing up interviewers and interviewees to create living records of town history for 
Easton’s 175th Anniversary.  There are several interviews already completed in video, audio, and 
written formats. They can be found on the Easton Public Library Oral History page on our website. 
Here’s an excerpt from a written interview by Avery Young, interviewing Carol Mills. 
 
Interviewee : Carol Mills  
Interviewer : Avery Young  
Date : 6/26/20  
 
Carol Mills, who goes by Kerrie to those who know her, has 
lived in Easton since 1974. At that time, there were about   
4880 people living in Easton. As Kerrie recalls: much of the  
local farmland had yet to be turned into houses. Gerald Ford 
was President of the United States and the average price of  
gas was .53 a gallon. A lot has changed since then. To capture  
Kerrie’s memories for the 175th Anniversary of Easton, we 
spoke about her early years in New England and important   
moments from her life in Easton. She shared some of those 
with me at her beautiful and sunny antique home on Black Rock 
Turnpike. 
 
How has Easton changed in the time you have lived here?  
It has changed because farmland has now turned into land for 
houses. There are also now more people in Easton. Since 
the  farmland was turned into land for houses there are now 
less farms in Easton. Also, the team of EMTs used to be a    
volunteer group. 
 
What do you think has developed the most since you have 
been living in Easton? 
In Easton now, there are new, bigger houses. There are also new and better schools.  Plus there are fewer 
farms but actually more fresh produce being sold.  
  
Why did you move to Easton? 
Kerrie said she always wanted to have a horse since she was a child so she moved so she could have 
one. While in Easton, she owned 1 horse and 1 pony She also owned a cow and chickens. 
  
Can you tell me about some interesting events you remember happening in Easton? 
Kerrie once found an old letter in her house, dated from around the 1850’s. She found the letter inside a 
wall when she was renovating her house. The letter was from a girl who was writing to her friend about 
what they were doing on Thanksgiving. On another occasion, Kerrie hosted Hollywood superstar Bette  
Davis for dinner. Her keepsake from that evening is an autographed tablecloth.   
 
What has been your happiest memory of your life here in Easton? 
Kerrie says she was happiest in Easton knowing she had fulfilled her wish of owning lots of animals. 
 
How does Easton compare to other places you have lived? 
Kerrie has lived in larger cities, so Easton is much smaller, rural, and has fewer people. As a result, Easton 
also has smaller schools than other places Kerrie has lived.  
 
To read more, go to https://www.eastonlibrary.org/easton-oral-history-project.  
 

Easton Public Library  

Oral History Project 
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Easton Public Library  

Community Book Chat 

The Easton Public Library Community Book Chat started back in April when we were still at 

home and looking for ways to keep the community connected. Kristine came up with the idea 

of interviewing people in Easton, and talking about their favorite books, as a way of getting to 

know some of the people who live and work in town, and also as a way to promote reading.  

Every month, Kristine conducts a Zoom interview and records it, so it can be shared on the   

Library’s Video Library page on the website. It can also be seen on Facebook and Instagram. 

Past interviewees include First Selectman David Bindelglass, Samuel Staples Elementary School 

Principal Kimberly Fox Santora, Firefighter Lucy Crossman, Outgoing Superintendent          

Dr. Robert McMorran, and author Dan Slater. Be on the lookout for who will be coming up 

next! To watch, go to https://www.eastonlibrary.org/video-library. 

https://www.eastonlibrary.org/video-library
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Digital Library 

Take some time and explore the Digital Library page on our website. You can get there 

by clicking the Digital Resources tab on the top. I bet you’ll find at least one resource 

you never knew was there.  

We have several ways for you to download ebooks, eaudiobooks, movies, music, and 

comic books on your Kindle, Nook, smartphone, tablet, or computer.   

If you’re looking for a job or trying to get into college, try Learning Express® Job &  Career 

Accelerator, and Gale Testing and Education Resource Center. Both of these resources 

offer extensive information on resume and cover letter writing, and feature a wide variety 

of practice tests (including the SAT) for a number of technical careers.  If you’d like to 

brush up on your software knowledge or learn a new language, we have Hoonuit and 

Transparent Language Online to help you acquire new skills. 

Online encyclopedias, financial information, travel information, legal forms, and magazine, 

newspaper, and journal articles are also available to you right from the Digital Library.  

Whatever it is you’re looking for, we can help. 

https://www.eastonlibrary.org/digital-library
https://www.hoopladigital.com/
https://bibliomation.overdrive.com/
http://eastonct.rbdigital.com/
https://www.overdrive.com/apps/libby/
https://www.eastonlibrary.org/simplye
https://iconnct.rbdigital.com/
https://dp.la/
https://www.learningexpresshub.com/ProductEngine/LELIndex.html#/learningexpresslibrary/libraryhome?AuthToken=9a957e03-bded-4964-b596-de918638eb53
https://galeapps.gale.com/apps/auth/27777?cause=https%3A%2F%2Ffind.gale.com%2Fmenu%2Fstart%3FuserGroupName%3D27777%26prod%3DTERC%26finalAuth%3Dtrue
https://galeapps.gale.com/apps/auth/27777?cause=https%3A%2F%2Ffind.gale.com%2Fmenu%2Fstart%3FuserGroupName%3D27777%26prod%3DTGLF%26finalAuth%3Dtrue
https://eastonct.rbdigital.com/
https://eastonct.rbdigital.com/
https://infoweb.newsbank.com/apps/news/easy-search?p=NewsBank
https://www.worldbookonline.com/wb/products?ed=all&gr=Welcome+Easton+Public+Library
https://library.eb.com/
https://www.atozworldtravel.com/?c=qjFw2RUBSz
https://www.atoztheusa.com/?c=qjFw2RUBSz
https://finditct.org/eg/opac/home
https://research.valueline.com/secure/dashboard
https://researchitct.org/
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Look What’s New! 
The Best Lives Book Discussion Group is a new virtual book group 

starting this Fall!  Mark your calendar for Monday, October 19 and 

Monday, November 16 at 7:00 p.m. In conjunction with Route 2 

Prevention, This book series aims to begin a discussion around 

how we achieve happiness, success, and finding a purpose in life 

that is unique to us. Starting with the theme of self-compassion—

now considered to be the foundation of all success—we'll explore 

the societal expectations that drive us, common misconceptions, 

and some of the very real negative outcomes worth avoiding. This 

series will also feature memoirs, advice, and stories of individuals 

whose journeys will thrill, shock, and inspire you to make the best 

of your future, while offering parents lots of great ideas for helping 

kids along the way. This book club is also being held at the Mark 

Twain Library in Redding and residents are welcome to participate 

in either club. The times and dates will differ from those offered at 

the Easton Library. Contact us to learn more.  

Tech Corner 
If you need some help downloading ebooks or audiobooks, or 
want to learn how to use Facebook, Instagram, or other social 
media platforms, we will be creating a video instruction series just 
for you! The videos will be uploaded to our Video Library on our 
website, and also posted on Facebook, Instagram, and YouTube. 
You will also be able to subscribe via email to receive each video 
when it comes out.  

 

Story Book Car Parade 

Saturday, October 24, 2020 

Save the Date * Details to Follow 



 11 

Wednesday, October 21, 11:00 a.m.  Easton author Shari Butler 

will join us to discuss her latest book, Making Love to Your    
Moments: How to Love Yourself and Your Life. This book 

shows us how to use mindfulness to love ourselves, which is an 

investment in our health and well-being. Butler is also the author 

of Becoming Myself: Living Life to the Fullest After Losing Your 

Parents.   

We Like to Talk About Books 
Join us for these virtual author talks this fall! 

Go to https://www.eastonlibrary.org/calendar-list to register. 

Thursday, October 8, 7:30 p.m. Easton author Alisha Berger    

Gorder will discuss her newly published book, Joy: A Modern    
Fable. The book’s themes are positivity and interconnectedness. 

The cover art for the book was created by Alisha’s daughter and 

JBHS student Anya Gorder.  

Monday, September 21, 7:00 p.m. Few schools teach financial   

literacy, which leaves young people vulnerable to common money 

mistakes. In this program, Kristen Jacks, the author of Money in 
Your Twenties, tackles two trouble spots: tax ignorance and  

overspending. This program is perfect for recent graduates and 

their parents or anyone interested in avoiding the paycheck to 

paycheck culture. Kristen Jacks is a financial educator who studied 

financial planning at Boston University's Center for Professional 

Education. She is a graduate of Duke University. 

https://www.eastonlibrary.org/calendar-list
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All programs are virtual. Registration is required. Registrants will  

receive a Zoom link the day of the program. To register, go to https://

www.eastonlibrary.org/calendar-list. 

Easton Town Scavenger Hunt (All Ages), 9/1-9/30 

Year of Wonders Book Discussion, 9/10, 10/8, 11/12, 10:30 a.m.  

At Home Learning, 9/14, 7:00 p.m.  

Beyond Reading Book Discussion, 9/17, 10/15, 11/19, 7:00 p.m.  

Artist Reception: Ellen Tresselt & Larry Morse, 9/12, 4:00 to 5:00 p.m. 

How to Avoid the Paycheck to Paycheck Culture, 9/21, 7:00 p.m. 

Night of a Million Laughs (Ages 12 and up), 9/23, 7:00 p.m.  

Career Coaching, 9/24, 6:00-8:00 p.m., 10/14, 10:00 a.m.- 12:00 p.m., 

11/19, 6:00-8:00p.m. 

Maximizing Retirement Benefits, 9/30, 6:00 p.m. 

Creative Writing Contest (Gr. K-12), 10/1-10/30 

Teen Advisory Group (Gr. 6-12), 10/2, 11/6, 3:30 p.m.  

Gentle Yoga/Meditation Class (All Ages), 10/3, 11:00 a.m. 

Review Crew (Gr. 4-5), 10/5, 11/2, 4:30 p.m. 

Money Management for Teens (Gr. 9-12), 10/8, 3:30 p.m.  

Author Talk: Alisha Gorder, 10/8, 7:30 p.m. 

Graphic Novel Fan Club (Gr. 6-12), 10/16, 11/13, 3:30 p.m.  

Padawan Training (Ages 5-10), 10/17, 10:00 a.m. 

Book Brigade (Gr.2-3), 10/19, 11/16, 4:30 p.m. 

Best Lives Book Discussion Group, 10/19, 11/16, 7:00 p.m. 

Author Talk: Shari Butler, 10/21, 11:00 a.m. 

Go Green Club-Upscale Bird Feeder (Gr. K-5), 10/22, 4:30 p.m. 

Artist Reception: Harvey Paris, 10/22, 7:00 to 8:30 p.m. 

Book Parade, 10/24, Details to come. 

Bookworm Crafters (Gr. K-1), 10/26, 11/30, 4:30 p.m. 

Community Career Conversations (Gr. 9-12), Dates to come.  

Intro to Computer Processing (Gr. 6-8), 11/4, 11/18, 11/25, 4:00 p.m. 

Easton Public Library 
691 Morehouse Road 

Easton, CT 06612 

Phone: 203-261-0134 

 Fax: 203-261-0708 
http://www.eastonlibrary.org 

Upcoming Fall Events  

Library  Hours:– 5 

Monday - Friday: 10-5 
Saturday: 10 – 3 
Sunday: Closed 
 

Color Key 

Adults—Blue 

Teens—Green 

Kids—Red 

Intergenerational—Purple 

Our regular programs, including     

Little Ones Programs, are also       

running virtually through the fall.  

For more information, call us at    

203-261-0134. Click here to register 

for any of these programs: http://

www.eastonlibrary.org/calendar-

list. 

http://www.eastonlibrary.org/
http://www.eastonlibrary.org/calendar-list
http://www.eastonlibrary.org/calendar-list
http://www.eastonlibrary.org/calendar-list

